Chawleigh Parish Council

Wednesday 14th January 2026


     
There was a meeting of Chawleigh Parish Council on Wednesday 14th January 2026 at 7.30pm held in the Chawleigh Village Hall.

Members Present: Parish Councillors Steve Godley (Chairman); Daphne Cockram; Roger Ayling; Adam Westaway, Clive Eginton.
 
Also Present: No District/County Councillors attended

In attendance: Rob Martin (Parish Clerk) 

Three members of the public                                                                                               	
.
MINUTES

	2526-124
	APOLOGIES
Apologies had been received from Cllr. Martin.


	2526-125
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
Declarations of Personal Interest were received from:
· The Chairman in relation to anything on the playing field & CCT
· Cllr. Cockram as a trustee of the Parish Lands Charity and the Playing Field Committee
· Cllr. Eginton as a trustee of the Parish Lands Charity


	2526-126
	MINUTES
On a proposal by Cllr. Ayling, seconded by Cllr. Cockram, it was Resolved to approve, as a correct record, the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 26th November 2025.


	2526-127
	RESIGNATION OF JAN FLAVIN
The clerk had advised Electoral Services at MDDC of the casual vacancy and a notice of vacancy had been published. If no-one comes forward requesting an election for this position it may be filled by co-option from 28th January 2026.


	2526-128
	COUNCILLOR RECRUITMENT
Chawleigh Parish Council currently has three positions available including the one above but no applications had been received since the last meeting. There were two people present however requesting application forms which the clerk would send out after this meeting.


	2526-129
	COUNCIL REPORTS

	
	a) To receive the Clerk’s Report 
The clerk had nothing further to report outside of the agenda items below.
b) To receive the Chairman’s Report
The chairman had nothing further to report outside of the agenda items below.
c) Other Councillor Reports 
Cllr. Cockram reported that the parish lands charity agreement for the use of the shed runs out in March and on a proposal by the chairman, seconded by Cllr. Ayling it was agreed that this should be left in place for the following 12 months. She also reported that the lands charity was expressing concern about the rubbish outside of the nursery school which was on the village green and asked whether there was anything the parish council could do to rectify this. The chairman would draw up something for circulation to encourage the removal of the rubbish containers and avoid any potential fire risk.
Cllr. Westaway reported that he had intervened in the situation when a diversion was in place a horse box had been parking inconveniently and that this relates to a wider problem of where large vehicles park in the village.
Cllr. Eginton had an issue with the apparently arbitrary way that BT Openreach were requiring local people to undertake the large diversion around the works site with some able to be let through and some not. In addition, when the works were being undertaken there were interruptions to the broadband service not experienced otherwise.
Cllr. Ayling reported on the upcoming road closure which would require using Shooting Lane as a diversion


	
	The Chairman adjourned the meeting to allow public participation


	2526-130
	PUBLIC AND OTHER BODIES’ SESSION
a) County Councillor &
b) District Councillor
County & District Cllr. Keable had circulated a report before the meeting but was unable to attend because of County Council commitments.
c) Members of the public
Sarah Tubb and Matthew Stephen had produced a business plan for the production of The Little Dart ‘magazines and Sarah outlined the details contained therein.


	
	The Chairman reopened the meeting


	2526-131
	PARISH CLERK POSITION
Following a conversation between the chairman, the Vice Chairman and Lucie Moorse it was clear that she was very interested in the position and that she gave every impression of being able to do the job of Parish Clerk and RFO. The proposed contract of employment had been circulated to councillors, and it would include payment for 20 hours per month at Spinal Column Point 17, currently £16.08 per hour. In addition, Lucie would expect payment for her travel costs to and from Tavistock at 45p per mile to attend meetings in addition to a ‘working from home’ allowance (the tax-free amount for this is £26 per month). A potential start date for this would be from 1st February 2026.
The proposal would be that the current clerk would continue to be employed for February 2026 and be available for occasional cover in the month following.

On a proposal by the chairman, seconded by Cllr. Ayling, it was Resolved to appoint Lucie Moorse on the basis detailed above, subject to the receipt of satisfactory references from her current employers, which would be obtained by the chairman.


	2526-132
	WEBSITE & EMAIL ADDRESSES
The work on the website had been completed and was currently being populated by the developer. A link would be sent when this work is complete for the parish council to see before it goes live. 


	2526-133
	TELEGRAPH POLE REMOVAL
There had been no progress on this.


	2526-134
	POTHOLES
Cllr. Ayling said that 5/8 potholes had been filled in Shooting Lane area, but some were not filled well and others nearby had not been filled. Pictures sent to Steve Keable
Cllr. Keable would meet the community highway engineer the following day and there was some expectation that more of the holes would be filled following that.


	2526-135
	SHOP RENT
The clerk had contacted the bookkeeper requesting information on the viability of the current arrangements, but little had been provided. Whilst this would be interesting it was not necessarily something to be taken into account when considering the rental valuation as landlords.
Chawleigh Parish had a duty to its council taxpayers to consider the shop rental in line with the current lease, with the next opportunity for this effective from 1st April 2026. On a proposal by the chairman, seconded by Cllr. Ayling it was Resolved to increase the annual rent from the current £2,220 to £2,600 per annum (£50 per week).


	2526-136
	ROAD CLOSURE EFFECT ON BUS SERVICES
The decision about whether a bus service comes to Chawleigh is apparently down to the individual driver and not instructions from Stagecoach. The clerk was instructed to email Cllr. Keable and get a more satisfactory answer than that provided to date.


	2526-137
	DART MAGAZINE
On a proposal by Cllr. Westaway, seconded by Cllr. Ayling it was Resolved to provide finance of up to £600 to produce the first two editions of the magazine. Cllr. Eginton also suggested that the authorised minutes of the parish council for inclusion which was agreed. 

The parish council thanked Sarah and Matthew for the work they had undertaken to get this far.


	2526-138
	SPEED INDICATOR DEVICES (SID)
The clerks enquiries on this to a number of companies indicated an indicative price supplied with solar panel power of £3,000 exclusive of VAT, without installation.

On the basis of this scale of cost the perceived benefit was not good value for money.


	2526-139
	GRIT BINS – LOCATION AND MAINTENANCE
Cllr. Cockram had surveyed the bins in the village to ensure that there was salt in each one.


	2526-140
	PLAYING FIELD EQUIPMENT
A quotation had been received from TK Play which had been confusing with a range of prices from £18.000 to £35,000. The chairman would contact the contractor again to clarify what the quotation meant.


	2526-141
	PARISH LANDS CHARITY REPRESENTATION
The term of office for Cllrs. Martin and Cockram as appointed parish councillor representatives on the Parish Lands committee expires on 9th March 2026. There were three potential council positions with Cllrs. Cockram and Marting continuing and the third possibly from the additional councillors likely to be appointed at the next meeting.


	2526-142
	BANK RECONCILIATION
The presented 31st December 2025 Bank Reconciliation statement was approved.


	2526-143
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS COMPARED TO BUDGET
The statement of Receipts and Payments compared to Budgets for the period from 1st April 2025 to 31st December 2025 was noted.


	2526-144
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS SCHEDULE
On a proposal by Cllr. Ayling, seconded by Cllr. Cockram it was Resolved to approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting:

	
		PAYMENTS
	
	
	
	

	Payment to
	Services
	Month
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.

	2025/2026
	
	
	
	

	Lilian Jones
	Caretaker
	Jan 2026
	152.08
	SO

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	Jan 2026
	377.05
	2526-28

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	Jan 2026
	102.34
	2526-28

	Countrywide Grounds Maintenance
	Grass Cutting
	Dec 2025
	256.61
	2526-27

	Countrywide Grounds Maintenance
	Grass Cutting
	Jan 2026
	256.61
	Tba

	Countrywide Grounds Maintenance
	Grass Cutting
	Feb 2026
	256.61
	Tba 

	Lilian Jones
	Caretaker
	Feb 2026
	152.08
	SO

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	Feb 2026
	377.05
	2526-30

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	Feb 2026
	102.34
	2526-30

	IONOS
	Website Domain
	Jan 2026
	7.80
	Card

	IONOS
	Email Access
	Jan 2026
	7.20
	Card

	Steve Godley
	Toilet Rolls etc
	Amazon
	69.49
	2526-29

	Jubilee Hall
	January 26 Meeting
	
	30.00
	2526-31

	 
	
	
	
	

	              RECEIPTS
	
	
	
	

	Receipt from
	Services
	
	Amount
£
	Method

	2025/2026
	
	
	
	

	Jane Hall
	Shop Rental
	
	213.45
	BC

	NatWest Bank
	Interest
	Nov/Dec 25
	6.65 
	BC

	S Godley
	Defibrillator Donations
	
	150.00
	BC



On a proposal by the chairman, seconded by Cllr. Ayling, it was Resolved to transfer the sums still in the Natwest Bank accounts into additional Lloyds accounts.


	2526-145
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
To consider the following Planning Applications and to agree comments:

	
	a) Planning Applications made since the last meeting

	
		Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	25/01789/FULL
	Land at NGR 269933 113066 (Moortown Cottage) 
Chawleigh 
Devon
	Change of use of agricultural land to residential; erection of a car port and associated works

Cllr. Westaway declared a personal interest and took no part in this matter.

Decision: No comment


	26/00002/LBC
	Hollow Tree 
Chawleigh 
Chulmleigh
	Listed Building Consent for conversion of integral garage to additional ancillary accommodation to include external alterations to the side and rear elevations and internal alterations to rear entrance lobby and utility area

Decision: No comment




b) Decisions made by Mid Devon District Council since the last meeting
	Reference
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	None
	
	
	



c) Other Planning Matters
There were no other planning matters


	2526-146
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of Chawleigh Parish Council is scheduled to be Wednesday 25th March 2026, in Chawleigh Village Hall at 7.30pm. 


	2526-147
	MEETING CLOSURE
The meeting was closed at 9.07pm
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