Chawleigh Parish Council

Wednesday 15th October 2025


There was a meeting of Chawleigh Parish Council on Wednesday 15th October 2025 at 7.30pm held in the Chawleigh Village Hall.

Members Present: Parish Councillors Steve Godley (Chairman); Daphne Cockram; Roger Ayling; Jan Flavin; Clive Eginton; Henry Martin; Adam Westaway.
 
Also Present: District Cllr. Steve Keable.

In attendance: Rob Martin (Parish Clerk) 

No members of the public                                                                                               	
.
MINUTES

	2526-81
	APOLOGIES
There were no apologies for absence.


	2526-82
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY)
Declarations of Personal Interest were received from:
· The Chairman in relation to anything on the playing field & CCT
· Cllr. Cockram as a trustee of the Parish Lands Charity and the Playing Field Committee
· Cllr. Flavin whose husband is chairman of the CCT
· Cllr. Martin as a trustee of the Parish Lands Charity
· Cllr. Eginton as a trustee of the Parish Lands Charity


	2526-83
	MINUTES
On a proposal by Cllr. Ayling, seconded by Cllr. Flavin it was Resolved to approve, as a correct record, the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 27th August 2025.


	2526-84
	COUNCIL REPORTS

	
	1. To receive the Clerk’s Report 
The clerk reported that he was back at his desk but not yet working full-time. This might mean that responses are a little slower than usual and he would be looking to increase output over the next month or two.
1. To receive the Chairman’s Report
The chairman had nothing to report that was not covered by agenda items.
1. Other Councillor Reports 
Cllr. Martin had investigated the potential diversion of buses as a result of advertised South West Water roadworks. It has transpired that the work is not going ahead, so he contacted Devon County Council to see if the diversion was going to be stopped but had not been able to get an answer. He also pointed out that the hedge at the bottom of Chawleigh Hill needed cutting and he would report this on the DCC website.
Cllr. Cockram reported on the rubbish outside of the nursery which was now sorted, the early closure of the toilets and the need for a new Lands Charity Trustee.
Cllr. Ayling reported on the need for hedges in the village that need to be cut back which would be publicized on the hub.
Cllr. Eginton reported that he was keeping an eye on the TESCO community fund application for the playing field. He also questioned the planning position with Airbnb’s  of which there were a number in the parish. He was not aware of any planning applications for Airbnb’s some of which were part of an occupied property and others were whole properties being rented out. The clerk investigated the planning rules online which said that properties could be rented out for 90 days or less per annum without permission, but more intensive lettings required an application for a new C5 category. District Cllr. Keable would request a statement from the planning team.


	
	The Chairman adjourned the meeting to allow public participation


	2526-85
	PUBLIC AND OTHER BODIES’ SESSION
1. County Councillor & District Councillor Keable had circulated his report for October 2025 and added that Highways were trailing new materials for road repairs which was looking positive.
1. No members of the public were present


	
	The Chairman reopened the meeting


	2526-86
	PARISH CLERK POSITION
The chairman had spoken to a lady who had expressed an interest in becoming parish clerk following Rob’s wish to retire from this role. She had been sent a job description and other details, and Rob had also spoken to her, suggesting that she send a CV in to be considered by councillors.

There was a discussion on possible outcomes for the Local Government Reorganisation in Devon and the clerk would circulate the comments resulting from the MDDC ‘State of the District’ event alongside his observations.


	2526-87
	RISK ASSESSMENT
Cllr. Ayling had circulated a revised version of this document. The number of days for the production of minutes would be set at 7, to be the sending out of a first draft to the chairman. The clerk would draw up a final version and circulate this to all councillors. The list of computer file passwords would be sent to the chairman and vice-chairman of the council in order to be sure of continued access to parish council records.

On a proposal by Cllr. Ayling, seconded by Cllr. Flavin, it was Resolved to adopt the revised version of the document.


	2526-88
	WEBSITE
A proposal for a new website had been received from Parish Web and Host which had quoted a total of £479 to produce the site with an annual charge of £225 for hosting the site and providing new email addresses. There was a question of what extra it will cost to migrate the information on the current website to the new one. 
It would be useful if links to Facebook and Instagram can be included on the website.
On a proposal by Cllr. Godly, seconded by Cllr. Ayling, it was Resolved to accept the quotation subject to a price being obtained for the file migration and to include Social Media links.


	2526-89
	LET’S GO WILD GRANT REQUEST
Cllrs. Martin and Westaway had attended an online demonstration by ‘Lets Go Wild’ and following this they had been asked whether Chawleigh Parish Council would fund the hire of the Jubilee Hall for a face-to-face meeting.

On a proposal by Cllr. Godly, seconded by Cllr. Ayling, it was Resolved that the parish council would not fund the hall hire on the basis that it did not have sufficient funds available for this purpose.


	2526-90
	SHOP RENT
The shop rent has continued at £2,220 per annum, or £42.69 per week. There was a belief that there should be an increase in the rent for the coming year, and it was just necessary to consider by how much? The parish council had to consider the community benefit of the successful operation of the shop against that the commercial interest it has as landlord.
Further information would be gathered for the next meeting so that the parish council would have firm details to consider before the rent level is determined for next year.

The clerk would obtain the latest accounts for the shop and work in changes in rental values to demonstrate their sensitivity on profit margins.


	2526-91
	CHURCHYARD GRANT
On a proposal by Cllr. Eginton, seconded by Cllr. Flavin, it was Resolved to pay a grant of £300 to the PCC towards churchyard maintenance.


	2526-92
	REMEMBRANCE DONATION
On a proposal by Cllr. Eginton, seconded by Cllr. Ayling, it was Resolved to pay £50 (excluding VAT) to the Royal British Legion for the Remembrance Day wreath.


	2526-93
	OLD POLE REMOVAL
The chairman had discussed this with National Grid and the current position was that new contractors were being sought as the old removal contract had been ceased. The chairman would update further when he received more information.


	2526-94
	PLAYING FIELD EQUIPMENT
Cllr. Cockram confirmed that the Playing Field Charity was able to offer £5,000 towards the cost of the new play equipment to replace that which was condemned by Playsafety.
The analysis of the total amount available for the equipment was therefore:

	Source
	
	£

	Reserves
	
	

	
	Play Equipment Reserve
	8,076.88

	
	Legal Fees Reserve (Not now required)
	670.00

	Section 106
	As per MDDC Listing
	3,423.00

	Grant
	DCC Community Grant
	500.00

	Playing Field 
	Donation from Committee
	5,000.00

	TOTAL
	
	17,669.88



In addition, there would possibly be a grant from Tesco of £500 - £1,000 dependent on the blue ‘coin’ outcome by 31st December 2025.

Overall, there would be a total of around £18,000 available for the equipment. The clerk would liaise with Cllr. Cockram to consider what different contractors had available for an all-in cost of £18,000. Cllr. Cockram would again ask TK Play to revise its quotation for equipment already chosen as a starting point.


	2526-95
	BUDGET & PRECEPT 2026/27
A report from the parish clerk on his initial thoughts on a budget for the next financial year had been circulated. He had just looked at the likely outcome for the current year and projected forward for next year on the basis of a ‘standstill’ budget. It was important with the consideration of the potential budget and precept for 2026/2027 that the reserves level resulting should be sufficient to consider options resulting from the Local Government Reorganisation for Devon likely to be implemented from 1st April 2028.


	2526-96
	BANK RECONCILIATION
On a proposal by the Chairman, it was Resolved that the reconciliation be adopted.


	2526-97
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS COMPARED TO BUDGET
The statement of Receipts and Payments compared to Budgets for the period from 1st April 2025 to 30th September 2025 was noted.

Cllr. Westaway requested that the clerk get information from the insurance company to request a split of the premium between normal parish council activity and that of insuring the shop.


	2526-98
	RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS SCHEDULE
On a proposal by Cllr. Eginton, seconded by Cllr. Flavin, it was Resolved to approve the payment of the invoices on the schedule below for the period since the last meeting:

	
		PAYMENTS
	
	
	
	

	Payment to
	Services
	Month
	Amount
£
	Payment  No.

	2024/2025
	
	
	
	

	Lilian Jones
	Caretaker
	July 2025
	152.08
	SO

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	July 2025
	365.10
	2526-12

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	July 2025
	97.32
	2526-12

	Lilian Jones
	Caretaker
	Aug 2025
	152.08
	SO

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	Aug 2025
	424.25
	2526-14

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	Aug 2025
	122.99
	2526-14

	Lilian Jones
	Caretaker
	Sept 2025
	152.08
	SO

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	Sept 2025
	377.05
	2526-17

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	Sept 2025
	102.34
	2526-17

	Lilian Jones
	Caretaker
	Oct 2025
	152.08
	SO

	RJ Martin
	Salary
	Oct 2025
	377.05
	2526-19

	HMRC
	Tax Deduction
	Oct 2025
	102.34
	2526-19

	IONOS
	Website Domain
	July 2025
	7.80
	Card

	IONOS
	Email Access
	July 2025
	7.20
	Card

	IONOS
	Website Domain
	Aug 2025
	7.80
	Card

	IONOS
	Email Access
	Aug 2025
	7.20
	Card

	IONOS
	Website Domain
	Sept 2025
	7.80
	Card

	IONOS
	Email Access
	Sept 2025
	7.20
	Card

	IONOS
	Website Domain
	Oct 2025
	7.80
	Card

	IONOS
	Email Access
	Oct 2025
	7.20
	Card

	Countrywide Grounds Maintenance
	Grass Cutting
	May 2025
	256.61
	2526-13

	Countrywide Grounds Maintenance
	Grass Cutting
	June 2025
	256.61
	2526-13

	Countrywide Grounds Maintenance
	Grass Cutting
	July 2025
	256.61
	2526-16

	Countrywide Grounds Maintenance
	Grass Cutting
	Aug 2025
	256.61
	2526-16

	Community First Trading
	Insurance Premium
	
	836.26
	2526-07

	Mulberry LAS
	Internal Audit
	
	175.50
	2526-07

	Town and Town
	VE Day Entertainment
	
	100.00
	2526-07

	Glenis & Keith Bibby
	VE Day Entertainment
	
	45.00
	2526-08

	Jubilee Hall
	Venue Hire
	
	55.00
	2526-10

	Daphne Cockram
	Refreshment Spring Clean
	
	49.18
	2526-11

	St John Ambulance
	Chawleigh Fair Safety
	
	275.56
	2526-15

	Denby Smith Electrical
	Shop Repairs
	
	271.76
	2526-18

	Nisbets Ltd
	Boiler for Village Hall
	
	589.88
	2526-18

	 
	
	
	
	

	              RECEIPTS
	
	
	
	

	Receipt from
	Services
	
	Amount
£
	Method

	2024/2025
	
	
	
	

	Jubilee Hall
	Boiler Purchase
	
	589.88
	FPI

	Steve Godley
	Defibrillator Donations
	
	155.00
	BC

	Jane Hall
	Shop Rental
	
	554.97
	BC

	NatWest Bank
	Interest
	
	11.14
	BC




	
	

	2526-99
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS


	
	1. Planning Applications made since the last meeting

	
		Reference
	Location
	Proposal

	None
	
	



1. Decisions made by Mid Devon District Council since the last meeting
	Reference
	Location
	Proposal
	Decision

	None
	
	
	



1. Other Planning Matters
None


	2526-100
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The next meeting of Chawleigh Parish Council is scheduled to be Wednesday 26th November 2025, in Chawleigh Village Hall at 7.30pm. 


	2526-101
	MEETING CLOSURE
The meeting was closed at 9.22pm.







Signed:…………………………………

Date:……………………………………
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